Why Another Assassination 


By DAVID BINDER 


1 WASHINGTON— On the eve of the 13th apnivei*-: 

sary of the assassination of President John ID Kenne- 
dy, subpoenas have been sent out in search' of n£\y 
information about his murder and that of the ' 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The investigation 
launched by the newly established House Seie^&n$T 
mi t tee on Assassinations is the sixth to be A 

on a large scale by Government of f i rials sinbe tKl • 
35th President was killed Nov. 22, 1963. • . 

W h y another inquir y? 1 1 s origins appear v to lie 
m four quarters: a Congressman who is a sSlMiyi^y 
“student of political, as s ass in a lions/ * another who 
genuinely' believes in a conspiracy theory, a groqpT 
of black Congress m e n \v ho feel the 'Kings' ihtirder 
in vC' ligation was a cover-up and, finally, some Cap F 
to! Hill investigator^ who feel there are still tinpur- ; 
sued tra:is. Beyond tbe-e motives is a lingering suspi- : 
cion on me Hill that even if the Central Intelligence;;', 

! Agency C past misdeeds have been largely exposed, : 

i parallel misdeeds of the Federal. Bureau of Investiga- 
; Fon arid its long-time chief, J, Edgar Hoover, remain, 
largely un examined. ; ' ’ ' ,fd 

Cong-T^^man Henry B. Gonzalez, the promoter of 
the rev. House inquiry into the Kennedy and King 
murder.-,. >a d it wa, “the summer of 1973 — Water- 
gate — when I became inwardly very disturbed, that 
certain questions became very poignant, that the 
F.B.I. would destroy documents, and that the C.LA, : 
was corruptible.” Mr. Gonzalez, author of the reso- 
lution on Feb. 19. 1975, that eventually gave birth 
to the new committee, said ‘'Watergate raised to 
a serious level questions I had suppressed before.” 

The Texas Democrat, by his own account, has 
been interested in the Kennedy assassination ever 
since that day in Dallas when he rode in the motor- 
cade that carried the President to his death. Mr. 
Gonzaiez, who was 4~ years old at the time, began 


collecting a private file on the murder. He has re- 
mained a “student . of political assassinations” ever 
sin ? e * a< p* n f the. King jnurder, Die killing of Robert 

.life of Alabama’s 

. Gov. 

;EariTe|^;^isoy ear he f blnds-ait ally in Thomas N. 
Downing, ^ of Virginia, Who,, after viewing 

■ a n ■ s mat eim ftim- +h o n n . * a .« « ; -L-l ■ ■ _ . ■ 



Lee 


ch h atf ^xtiaus - 
the 

: the C J.A’s'plots 

^ - 

:S|hMri 

!:Wotrasl‘ebli^4^ cards” whfen all 

:;tess confr^tt; j^^sioftfi-ffia^-lhere-- were still 

: ’-^5^|^^es’^^,^g^d^bnzale2 fought to 
^9'!^ ved. The Rules 
: §&ni3ipi&^ t;me. A staunch 

S.jsh, tjie ^lifornia Democrai. 
who declared on the House floor on Sept. 17: "Let 
me urge my cdllea^yes. for gosh -sakes. if they hat e 
any respect, as I’m sure they do, for the dollars 
of our taxpayers, let -us .vote this resolution down.” 
He spoke of “witch hunters” With “some kind of 
melodramatic desire for the morbid” and observed: 
“I thought we put this thing to bed a long time 
ago,, but it seems to ever raise its head.” Eunice 
Shriver, sister of the Kennedys was among those 
condemning the proposal as a publicity-seeking ac- 
Lon. 

But new disclosures of F.B.I, coverups in the' inves- 
tigation of Martin Luther King’s death breathed new 
life into the cause championed by Representatives 
since, adding the King murder, the killing of Robert 


Inquiry? 


tant members of the Conglessional black caucus 
■ including Walter Fauntroy, delegate from the District 
of Columbia, and Ronald y. Dellums, Democrat of 
California. 

Mr. Gonzalez was also persuasive among Republi- 
cs. including the influential John Anderson of Illi- 
nois, arguing that it was time for a dispassionate 
Congressonal study of political assassinations in this 
country. “Enough time has elapsed to get an objec- 
tive and unimp view of the facts,” he said. 

In the end, he and Mr. Downing had 80 co-sponsors. 

A distinctive feature of the new investigation is 
that It will be conducted by a professional investiga- 
tive attorney, Richard A. Sprague, who handled more 
than 60 first-degree murder cases as a prosecutor 
m Pennsylvania. Previous investigations had police- 
men and lawyers as staff aides, Mr. Gonzalez said, 
but never a professional prosecutor. 

Is there, in fact, more to be learned about such 
much-discussed and: long past events as the Kennedy 
and King murders? A Capitol Hill official familiar 
with the Senate investigation that ended last June 
said last week that “some things are worth pursuing” 
and that the Senate committee had “poked a pretty 
good hole in the Warren Commission report.” 

Fhe oH icial was referring principally to still incon- 
clusive F.B.I. reports about a Cuban agent named 
Rolando Culelo who apparently worked both for the 
C.I.A. and Mr. Castro, and about mysterious figures 
who slipped out of the United States and into Cuba 
shortly after the assassination 13 vears ago. 

The latest new ’ piece of evidence, indicating that 
Lee Harvey Oswald was known to have told the 
Castro government of his murder plan, is a memoran- 
dum by J. Edgar Hoover to the Warren Commission. 

It has been dismissed by Congressional investigators 
as “insignificant.” 

David Binder is a reporter i n the Washington bu- 
reau of The New York Times. 
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